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AN ACT in relation to veterans.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Departnent of Veterans Affairs Act is

anended by adding Section 15 as foll ows:

(20 1 LCS 2805/ 15 new)

Sec. 15. Rei nbur senent s to vet er ans service

organi zati ons.

(a) Inthis Section:

"Veterans service officer" nmeans an individual enpl oyed

by a veterans service orqganization and accredited by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs to process and

adj udi cate clains and other benefits for veterans and their

spouses and beneficiaries.

"Veterans service organization" neans an organi zation

that neets all of the following criteri a:

(1) It is fornmed by and for United States mnilitary

vet er ans.

(2) It is <chartered by the United States Congress

and incorporated in the State of Illinois.

(3) It naintains at least one office inthis State

staffed by a veterans service officer.

"Vet erans services" neans the processi ng and adj udi cati on

of the following clains and other benefits for veterans and

their spouses and benefici ari es:

(1) D sability conpensation benefits.

(2) D sability pension benefits.

(3) Dependents' indemmity conpensation

(4 Wdow s death pension.

(5) Burial benefits.

(6) Confirnmed and continued cl ai ns.
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(7) Vocational rehabilitation and educati on.

(8) VWaivers of indebtedness.

(9) M scell aneous.

(b) The Departnent shall reinburse a veterans service

organi zation for veterans services rendered on behalf of

veterans and their spouses and beneficiaries by a veterans

service officer enpl oyed by t he organi zati on. The

rei nbursenent shall be conputed at the rate of $0.005 for

each dollar of benefits obtained for veterans or their

spouses or beneficiaries residing in lllinois as a result of

the efforts of the veterans service officer. There shall be

no reinbursenent under this Section for the value of health

care received in a health care facility under t he

jurisdiction of the United States Veterans Adm ni strati on.

(c) To be eligible for rei nbursenent under this Section,

a veterans service organization nust docunent the anpunt of

nmoneys obtained for veterans and their spouses and

benefici ari es in the form and nmanner required by the

Departnent. The docunmentati on nust include the subnm ssion to

the Departnent of a copy of the organization's report or

reports to the United States Departnment of Veterans Affairs

stating the amount of npneys obtai ned by the organi zati on for

veterans and their spouses and beneficiaries in the State

fiscal year for which reimbursenent under this Section is

requested. The organization nust submt the copy of the

report or reports to the Departnent no later than July 31

followwng the end of the State fiscal vyear for which

rei nbursenent i s request ed.

(d) The Departnment shall pay the reinbursenent under

this Section to a veterans service organizationin a single

annual paynent for each State fiscal year, beginning with the

State fiscal year that begins on July 1, 2003. The Depart nent

must nake the paynent for a State fiscal year on or before

Decenber 31 of the succeeding State fiscal year.
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(e) A vet er ans service organi zati on shal | use

rei nhursenent noneys received under this Section only for the

purpose of paying the salary and expenses of one or nore

veterans service officers and the organization's related

expenses incurred in enploying the officer or officers for

t he processi ng and adjudi cation of clains and other benefits

for veterans and their spouses and benefici ari es.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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